Obituary — Carl J. Czajkowski

Carl Czajkowski, who retired from the Nonproliferation & National
Security Department on August 9, 2013, died in a diving accident on
Oct. 14, 2014 at the age of 66.

The Suffolk Times ran the following obituary on Oct. 17, 2014

Carl J. Czajkowski
by The Suffolk Times

Carl J. Czajkowski of South Jamesport died Oct. 14 in a diving
accident. He was 66.

He was born May 23, 1948, in Brooklyn to John and Helen
Czajkowski and married Donna (Wallcott) June 5, 1971, in Brooklyn.

Mr. Czajkowski earned a PhD from State University of New York at
Stony Brook and worked as a research scientist at Brookhaven
National Lab. He was a member of the American Society of Metals
and a past president of East End Surf Club. Family members said he
enjoyed diving, playing bridge and watching horror movies.

Predeceased by his parents and brother Richard, Mr. Czajkowski is
survived by his wife, Donna, of South Jamesport; his daughters, Kim
Flournoy of San Francisco and Lori Lebel of Clifton Park, N.Y.; his
brother John, of Florida; and nieces and nephews.

The family will receive visitors Sunday, Oct. 19, from 2 to 4 and 7 to
9 p.m. at Coster-Heppner Funeral Home in Cutchogue. A funeral
service will be held Monday, Oct. 20, at 10 a.m. at Old Steeple
Church in Aquebogue. Interment will take place at St. Charles
Cemetery in Farmingdale.

Memorial donations may be made to St. Jude’s Children Hospital.
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The Suffolk Times also ran the following news story on Oct. 15,
2014

Police News
South Jamesport man dies spearfishing in

Sound, police say

by The Suffolk Times |
10/15/2014 10:42 AM
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Carl Czajkowski was a brilliant man who knew how to tell a joke, his wife Donna
said. And he seemed to know them all.
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While overseeing welding during construction at the Shoreham Nuclear Power
Plant, Mr. Czajkowski made his workers a bet, she recalled: if he knew the joke,
they’d buy him a beer. If he didn’t, he’d buy drinks.

He only bought drinks a handful of times in five years.

“He had an excellent, fun sense of humor,” she said. “He was very outgoing and
personable.”

Mr. Czajkowski, an award-winning researcher who lived in South Jamesport, died
while spearfishing in Long Island Sound off Cutchogue Tuesday night, Southold
Town police said. He was 66.

Police received a report of a scuba diver who hadn’t returned and launched a
search with the assistance of the Cutchogue Fire Department and Southold Bay
Constables, police said.



Mr. Czajkowski was found in the water around 7 p.m. and pronounced dead at the
scene, police said. The death remains under investigation, but is not believed to be
suspicious, police said.

The Suffolk County Medical Examiners Office responded to assist in the
investigation, police said.

Mr. Czajkowski — who had a doctorate in material sciences — worked closely
with homeland security teams and nuclear regulators, his wife said. He logged
more than a million frequent flier miles traveling the world to places like Russia
and Alaska, she said.

He worked at Brookhaven National Lab from 1980 until his retirement last year.
In 2003, Mr. Czajkowski had been given an award from Brookhaven National Lab
for his work on “ThraxVac,” a patented device to mitigate the effects of Anthrax
spreading.

In recent years, Mr. Czajkowski worked to create radiation detectors for bridges
and tunnels. It was time consuming and stressful work, but Mr. Czajkowski
dedicated himself to it, his wife said.

“He always joked, and it was true, that he was away more than he was home,” she
said. "No matter how much work you do in that, it’s never completely done.”

Still, Mr. Czajkowski was devoted to his family: his two daughters, their husbands
and all the family’s nieces and nephews, she said. The couple had met when they
were 15-year-olds at a doughnut shop in Brooklyn, Ms. Czajkowski said. They
were married for 43 years.

He loved to play bridge, a pastime he shared with his wife the day he died. He was
also an avid scuba diver, Ms. Czajkowski said.

“He went exactly how he would have wanted to,” she said.
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